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by

]J. B. PHILLIPS
THE GOSPEL OF
MATTHEW

Early tradilion ascribed this Gospel o the apostle Matthew,
but scholars nowadays almost all reject this view.
Wbﬂr, whom we still can comvenienily call Matthewe
has plainly drawn on the mysierious Q" which may have
beem a collection of oral traditions. He has used Mark's
Gasgei Eud; though he has rearranged The order o] evenls an
1as in inslances used Jz‘ﬁnt words for whal 15 plainly
the same story. The style is lucid, calm and “tidy”. Matthew
wriles with a ceriain judiciousmess as though he himsélf had
carelully gigested his material and is convinged not only of its
truth but of the divine patiern thal lies behind the historic facts.

If Matthew wrote, as is now generally supposed, somewhere
between 85 and o, this Gospel's value as a Christian document
13 emormous. It is, so to speak, a_second gemeration view of
Jesus Christ the Son of God and the Som of Man. It is being
wr tien at that distance in time from the great Event where sober
reflectson and sturdy conviclion can perhaps give a better bal
anced porirast of God's unique revelatson of Himself than could
be givem by those who were so close to the Light that they were
partly dazzled by it.
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